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Cast of Characters

HARE:

1st Guard to Knave of Hearts
2nd Guard to Knave of Hearts
3rd Guard to Knave of Hearts
4th Guard to Knave of Hearts
5th Guard to Knave of Hearts

A young child lost in the
worl d of her dreans

Brother to the Queen of
Hearts. A selfish, greedy
per son.

Wse Wiite Rabbit, who is a
friend to everyone.

The Cheshire Cat, watchfu
and all know ng.

A friend of the caterpillars.
A friend of the caterpillars.
A friend of the caterpillars.

Pillar to their friends and
head of the garden.

A cheery, tea drinking friend
to Hare. Seens a bit crazy at
tinmes.

A tea loving friend of
Hatter's. Just wants to eat
cake and drink tea.

Afriend to Hatter and Hare,
seenms to know everyone. Does
not say a lot but sleeps a

| ot.

Dum s best friend. Not al ways
sure what is happening.

Dee's best friend. Not always
sure what is happening.



CARD 1: Queen of Hearts gardener.

CARD 2: Queen of Hearts gardener.
CARD 3: Queen of Hearts gardener.
QUEEN: The Queen of Wonder | and. What

she says is rule. Al ways seens
to be angry.

MAILD 1: Maid to the queen.
MAID 2: Maid to the queen.
KING Married to the Queen of

Hearts. Seens qui et but can
take control when he needs to.

JURY: Refers to everyone sitting on
the Jury.

SI STER: Alice's big sister.



| nt r oducti ons

bushes and

The stage is forest like, with trees,

fl oners.

Two cards enter and start searching the stage

ar ea.
ACE
VWere is it!
DER
VWho knows.
ACE
| know it's hiding.
DER
Crafty little thing.
ACE
Do you think the boss will be angry if we don't find
it?
DER
Yes!
They continue to search on stage, while three
ot her cards start searching in the audience.
TRI CS

Here kitty, kitty, kitty!

QUARTER
Coowee! Coowee!

FI FTH
Here boy...cone on. Cone on.

TRI OS
Here kitty, kitty, kitty!

QUARTER
Coowee! Coowee!

FI FTH
Here boy...cone on. Cone on.

Ace and Der stand watching them
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ACE
VWhat are you three doi ng?

DER
VWhat you're looking for is a rabbit. Not a dog, a cat
or a pig.

TRI OS/ QUARTER/ FI FTH
Right! Got it!

Here rabbit, rabbit, rabbit.
Here, rabbit, rabbit, rabbit.

Alice enters, interrupting the cards.

ALl CE
Excuse ne.
ACE
No.
ALl CE
Have you seen a friend of m ne.
ACE
No.
Al the cards have lined up behind Ace. They do
not | ook very brave, nodding and reacting to
what Alice and Ace say.
ALl CE

Mmm but |'m sure he cane this way.

He's a rabbit. A white rabbit.

ACE
A rabbit you say, very interesting.
DER
What does this rabbit of yours |ook |ike?
ALl CE
He's not ny rabbit.
ACE
Not your rabbit but you're |ooking for himanyway.
DER

What a strange thing to do.
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ALI CE
Oh no, not at all. | was listening to ny sister, who
is terribly boring.

Alice starts to | ook around her, she does not
see Ace send Quarter off on an errand.

ALl CE
Anyway Di nah, that's my cat, saw him She notices
every little thing. | hurried after himbut | have
not seen hi m again.
DER
We are having trouble finding himtoo.
Ace pushes Der to stop themtal king.
ACE
| don't have tine to discuss rabbits. W are on
of ficial pal ace business.
TRI OS
But you just told us we were | ooking for the rabbit.
Der pushes Trios to stop themtal ki ng.
ACE
W are the queen's guards!
Alice | ooks at themclosely and starts to wal k
around t hem
ALl CE
Guar ds? Queen?
ACE
W are the queen's guards!
FI FTH
Al'l of us.
ALl CE
But you're just cards.
DER

W are the queen's cards.

ALI CE
VWhat queen?
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TRI OS
Qur queen.

Al'i ce beconmes thoughtful, talking to herself and
t he audi ence. The cards huddl e t oget her
wat chi ng.

ALl CE
| don't think there is a queen.

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH
Gasp!

ALI CE
Actually, come to think of it, cards don't talk, but
nei ther do rabbits.

Oh dear what is happening...where aml.

Quarter returns with the Knave of Hearts while
Alice is talking.

KNAVE
Were ny loving sister, the Queen of Hearts, rules.
But the question is...who are you?

ALl CE
Alice. | think.

KNAVE
Vel come Al ce.

He bows and she curtseys. The cards are unsure

what to do.
KNAVE
My apol ogi es for ny servants. | hope they have not
upset you.
DER

Ch we didn't do anything to her.
Ace pushes Der to stop themtal king.

ALI CE
Thank you M ster..

KNAVE
Knave. Knave of Hearts at your service.
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ALI CE
Thank you M ster Knave. | was asking if they had seen
a white rabbit.

KNAVE
A white rabbit you say. | saw one just alittle while
ago, not very common around here which is why |
noticed it. He was heading in that direction.

Knave points off stage. Ace starts to protest
but is silenced by the Knave.

Alice rushes off.

Once she is gone the cards all start to talk at
once. The knave raises his hands and they stop.

KNAVE
Quarter, Fifth and Der, follow her. Trios find ne a
new pair of gloves. Ace, you cone with ne.

The cards salute and go their separate ways.
The white rabbit appears, nuttering to hinself.

RABBI T
Oh dear. On dear. I'mlate, I"'mlate, for a very
i nportant date.

| nmust not be late for this very inportant date. Wat
will be the fate, if I'mlate. Ch dear. Ch dear. |I'm
late, 1'm]| ate!

Rabbit rushes off stage, nearly knocking over
t he narrator(Cheshire Cat).

CAT
That white rabbit is always in a hurry. And Alice
does seemto be very confused. Do you know | have
never seen the Knave of Hearts be nice to anyone.

Now why does that all seemso famliar...Alice,
cards, rabbit, hearts...oh what is it.

Got it! Sounds like Alice in Wnderland doesn't it.
Sanme people, different story. Anyway |'d better go
and keep an eye on Alice.

Rabbit rushes on again as the Cat starts to
| eave.
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RABBI T

Oh dear. On dear. 1've got a very inportant date.
CAT
We know. You better hurry up or you mght be |ate.
They both | eave the stage.
In the garden
Three insects enter, flying around the stage
pl acing flowers in the garden. They hi de out of
si ght when Alice appears on stage. The
conversation happens with the insects hiding and
Ali ce searching the stage.
ALl CE
Hel l o! M Rabbit! Are you here?
| NSECT 1
Hunph!
ALl CE
M Rabbit, is that you?
| NSECT 2
M \Who?
ALl CE
| can hear you, so conme out so | can see you
| NSECT 3
It | ooks danger ous.
ALl CE
O course I'm not dangerous.
| NSECT 1
Can | sting it?
ALl CE
You do know it's rude to not show your face when
tal king to soneone.
| NSECT 2
Rude not to sting it.
| NSECT 3

| wouldn't waste ny sting on it one bite!
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ALl CE
One bite! Sonething strange is happeni ng here.

Caterpillar enters. The three cards foll ow ng
Alice appear and then hide. Only the audi ence
can see them

CATERPI LLAR
Strange you say.

The insects come out and go to the caterpillar.

| NSECT 1/2/3
Yes she di d!

Rude she sai d!

| NSECT 2
| don't like her.

| NSECT 3
VWhat will we do with her?

| NSECT 1
Can | sting it?

| NSECT 1/ 2/ 3
Can we? Can we?

CATERPI LLAR
Settle ny friends, settle.

ALl CE
So there you are. Oh, how di sappointing you' re not
the white rabbit.

CATERPI LLAR
ls it?

ALI CE
Strange how he's just di sappeared.

CATERPI LLAR
Strange you say. Strange is a strange word.

ALI CE
This is a strange pl ace.

CATERPI LLAR
And you are a strange person.
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The insects and the cards giggle.

ALI CE
How dare you

CATERPI LLAR
| dare as | Iike.

ALl CE
How terribly rude you are.

| NSECT 1/2/3
Rude he i s!

CATERPI LLAR
| did not call others strange, when | ama visitor to
t heir hone.

ALl CE
Yes but...sorry about that.

CATERPI LLAR
Accept ed.

ALl CE
But you have called ne, a visitor, strange.

CATERPI LLAR
So | have.

| NSECT 1/2/3
So he has.

Says what he wants.

CATERPI LLAR
Strange you may be and strange it nmay nake you feel.
So be it.

Alice goes to speak but the caterpillar
continues, making Alice angrier.

CATERPI LLAR
| don't mnd being rude. At |least | am not angry.

The i nsects are pushing and nudgi ng Alice.
ALI CE

|"monly angry because you are so rude and...and
t hese things are annoyi ng ne!
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| NSECT 1/ 2/ 3
So are you.

| NSECT 1
Annoyi ng.

| NSECT 2
Whoever you are.

| NSECT 3
Rude not to say.

| NSECT 1/ 2/ 3
Who you are!

ALI| CE
Leave ne al onel

| NSECT 1/2/3
Leave nme al one. Leave ne al one.

CATERPI LLAR
| can stop being rude when | know who | am
addr essi ng.

ALI CE
But that's just silly.

| NSECT 1
Now she's calling us silly.

| NSECT 2
Silly is rude.

| NSECT 3
No names i s rude.

ALl CE
Oh stop it!

The insects and the cards freeze.

CATERPI LLAR
Shall we start again?

ALI CE
Yes pl ease.

OPTION: An extract fromthe song 'Wo are you' by the Wo
pl ays and the insects and the caterpillar dance.
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CATERPI LLAR
| amPillar and you are?

ALI CE
Alice. Do you know a white rabbit. About so big, with
a pocket watch.

CATERPI LLAR

H nmmmmm | do know.
| NSECT 1/ 2/ 3

W& know hi m
ALl CE

Real | y!

One of the cards is pushed out onto the stage,
Alice does not see thembut the caterpillar
does.

CATERPI LLAR
But | think it is time for you to go.

| NSECT 1
Tinme to go.

| NSECT 2
Away from us

| NSECT 3
W thout a fuss.

ALI CE
What do you nean.

| NSECT 1/2/3
W thout a fuss.

CATERPI LLAR
Go you nust!

ALI CE
Now you' re being rude again.

CATERPI LLAR
| am never rude just to the point and the point
IS...you nust go!

ALI CE
Now honest| y!
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CATERPI LLAR
Bef ore you go, even though you are so rude, | nust
give you a gift.
| NSECT 1/2/3
Agift, agift.
ALl CE
Agift?
The caterpillar reaches into a bag and pulls out
a mushroom handing it to Alice.
ALl CE
Eeww.
CATERPI LLAR
Half will make you grow, half will bring you | ow.
| NSECT 1/2/3
Half will make you grow, half wll bring you | ow.
ALl CE
Ariddle. | like riddles.
The caterpillar turns to | eave, the insects
follow. When Alice notices they are | eaving she
starts to get angry again.
ALl CE

Hang on, you can't |eave. You need to give ne tine to
solve the riddle.

| NSECT 1
Time to grow.

| NSECT 2
Time to get |ow

| NSECT 3
Time to go.

The caterpillar shrugs and turns to | eave.

ALI CE
VWait! Umm ..you haven't...umm .. said goodbye.

The caterpillar and insects wave. Alice starts
after them then stops.
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ALI CE
They didn't say where they saw the white rabbit, so |
have no idea which way to go next.

She | ooks at the nmushroomin her hand.
ALl CE
Half will make you grow, half will make you | ow |
don't want to do either. Anyway, which half is which?

The cat enters. The cards are scared and sneak

of f stage.
CAT
Havi ng troubl e?
ALl CE
Yes | am
CAT
VWhat did Pillar say?
ALl CE
Half will make you grow, half wll nmake you | ow
CAT
Quite a dilema. | guess it depends where one stands
on the situation.
ALl CE
| guess it does.
CAT
H gh ground or | ow ground.
ALl CE
Exactly.
CAT
d ad to have been of hel p. Hope to see you again
soneti ne.
ALl CE
Thank you. | have to say, you are the first nice
person | have neet here. \Werever, here is.
CAT

Here, is Wnderland. Honme to many, but strange to
sone.
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ALI CE
It certainly is.

The white rabbit rushes on stage but does not
notice them They watch the white rabbit go
across the stage.

RABBI T
Oh dear, oh dear, I'mlate, I"'mlate, for a very
i nportant date. Ch dear, what will be the fate if |
amlate for this very inportant date. Oh dear, oh
dear I'mlate, I'mlate.

Rabbit rushes off stage.

ALI CE
Wul d you know?
CAT
One can never tell.
ALI CE
Can never tell what?
CAT
Wi ch way one shoul d go.
ALI CE
| wanted to go after the white rabbit.
CAT
VWhat rabbit?
ALI CE
The white rabbit. The rabbit we just saw
CAT
So what are you doi ng here?
Alice rushes off after the rabbit.
Cat tal ks to the audience.
CAT

Poor Alice does seemconfused. Tine for nme to go and
see what is happening at the pal ace.

Cat exits.
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Time for tea

The curtain are cl osed.

Knave of Hearts enters reading a scroll. He
throws the scroll to the ground and paces the
st age.
Quarter enters, hesitates, the Knave of Hearts
sees them

KNAVE

What is it!
QUARTER

An..an answer.

KNAVE
Gve it here.

Knave snatches the nessage.

KNAVE
Be gone. Leave.

Quarter runs off. Knave reads the nessages then
stands thinking before calling out.

KNAVE
Ace!
Ace!
Were are you! | don't have all day!
Ace enters as the Knave is yelling for them
Knave says sonmething quietly to Ace and then
starts to |l eave. Ace hesitates, then starts to
pick up the scroll. Knave stops and | ooks back
at Ace.
KNAVE

Hurry up. You have dirty work to do.
The Knave starts to |augh as they exit. They

nmeet the Cat and wal k backwards on to the stage
agai n. Ace does not nove.
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CAT
In a hurry ny friend?
KNAVE
No not really. There's a sale at the market | don't
want to m ss.
CAT
Got sone dirty work to do?
KNAVE
Vell you know how hard it is to get good hel p. Need
to do sone jobs nyself. So...ummm .. how have you
been?
CAT
Fi ne.
KNAVE
Fi ne.
The Cat stares at the Knave, who becones
unconfortabl e.
CAT
Stay out of trouble nmy friend.
KNAVE
| have no idea what you're talking about.
Come Ace, we nust be off.
Cat steps aside so they can pass. Cat talks to
t he audi ence.
CAT
Life is full of different people, we accept themall,
wi th careful thought.
The Cat | eaves and curtains open.
Two | arge presents and two tables, set with
random t eacups are placed under the trees.
The March Hare is noving teacups around, the Md
Hatter can be heard off stage.
HATTER

Happy unbirthday to ne. Happy unbirthday to you.

Hatter enters.
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HATTER
Happy unbirthday to neeeeeee. Happy unbirthday to ne!
Happy unbirthday Hare.

HARE
Happy unbirthday Hatter.
HATTER
Don't you just |ove unbirthdays?
HARE
Yes indeed. | |love unbirthdays as nuch as | |ove tea.
HATTER

Thank you | woul d | ove one.

Hare pours the both a cup of tea, Hatter | ooks

ar ound.
HATTER
Where's Dor nouse?
HARE
Sl eepi ng sonewhere no doubt, so cake he will go
W t hout .
HATTER
Cake! Way you shoul dn't have.
HARE
But | have.
HATTER
What do you have?
HARE
Unbi rt hday cake. Cupcakes. |Ice cream cake. Jelly
cakes...well, they're tarts really.
Hare and Hatter becone agitated, |ooking around.
HATTER
Are you sure those are Jelly tarts?
HARE
It is Jelly.
HATTER
Not Janf

Created using Celtx



17.

HARE
No.

HATTER
Jam cake?

HARE
No.

HATTER
Jam anyt hi ng?

HARE
No.

HATTER
| don't want to be part of anything Jam

HARE
No Jam You know ne better than that.

HATTER
Exactly! | do!

HARE
Good.

HATTER
Not good! You will do anything to make sure you have
enough treats to go with your tea.

HARE
This is Jelly. Not Jam W are safe with Jelly.

HATTER
Safe with Jelly.

HARE
The queen does not like Jelly, even though it is red.

HATTER
Jelly, red, safe.

HARE
Fi ne.

HATTER
Fi ne.

They both start to sing happy unbirthday to each
other, until the white rabbit appears.
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HARE

Tea rabbit?
RABBI T

No tinme, no tine.
HATTER

There is always tinme for tea.
RABBI T

|"ve a very inportant date.
HARE

Yes, tea is an inportant date.
HATTER

You shoul d stay.
RABBI T

No tinme, no tine.
HARE

Have sonething to eat.

The white rabbit freezes in horror at the sight
of the Jelly tarts.

RABBI T

It was youl!
HATTER

Don't panic rabbit, ny friend. Hare assures ne these

are Jelly tarts. Not Jamtarts.
RABBI T

They |l ook like Jamtarts.

HATTER
Keep it dowmn will you. Hare is a bit frazzled by all
this jamtal k.

RABBI T
Quite, quite, | understand. But are you sure those
are Jelly and not Jam

HATTER
Hare's too scared of the queen to use anything but
Jel ly.

HARE
No |'m not.
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HATTER/ RABBI T
Yes you are!

HARE
Yes | am Anyway jamgets stuck in ny fur and it's a
terrible thing to get out.

HATTER
We under st and Har e.
RABBI T
Well | nust be off. | have a very inportant date.
HARE/ HATTER
And you're late
RABBI T
Exact | y!
Rabbit rushes off, Hatter and Hare go back to
their tea and cake.
Ali ce appears, they do not notice her. She is
mesnerised by the presents and slowy wal ks
around t hem
ALl CE
VWhat beautiful presents.
DORMOUSE
Thank you.
ALl CE
You tal k!
HARE/ HATTER

(1 aughi ng)
O course it does.

ALl CE
But that's silly because..

Dor nouse junps up frominside one of the
presents. He stays in the box for the remainder
of the show.

DORMOUSE

...l"ma dornouse.
AL| CE

A what ?
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DORMOUSE
A dornouse. Not a what.

ALl CE
OGh no. Not again.

Alice goes to sit down.

HATTER
No rooml No room Tea Dornmouse?

DORMOUSE
Yes pl ease.

ALI CE
Yes pl ease.

HARE
Sorry no roomat the table.

ALI CE

20.

O course there is. Look...here...and here..and here.

HATTER
Al taken.

HARE
Reser ved.

HATTER
Dirty cups.

DORMOUSE
Tastes like it.

ALl CE
Reserved for dirty cups?

HARE
And pl at es.

ALI CE
Why don't you wash thenf

HATTER
Maybe she shoul d stay.

DORMOUSE
She could do the dishes.
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ALI| CE
You don't ask visitors to do the dishes.

DORMOUSE
Are you a visitor?

HARE/ HATTER
Are you?

DORMOUSE
But 1"'mthe one that arrived in a parcel.

ALI CE
Wiy are you in a parcel?

HARE
We coul d pay her in cake.

HATTER
Spl endi d i dea.

Her e, have sone cake.

ALI CE

Actually, 1 am hungry.
HARE

Try the Jelly tarts
ALI CE

Why t hank you.
HATTER

Tea?
ALI CE

Yes pl ease.

DORMOUSE
Have a seat.

Each time Alice goes to sit, Hare or
her nove.

HARE
Move over.

ALl CE
Why ?
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HATTER
Not t here.

HARE
O there.

DORMOUSE
Hurry up! Sit down.

ALI CE
"' mtrying.

HATTER
Over there.

HARE
No her e.

ALl CE
| think I'll stand.

HATTER/ HARE/ DORMOUSE
Suit yourself.

Dor nouse, Hatter and Hare sing happy unbirthday.
Alice slowy starts to join in.

Quarter, Der and Trios sneak on stage and
surprise them

QUARTER
There she i s!

DER
Wth the evidence!

TRI OS
Qui ck before she eats it!

Trios takes the Jelly tart and tea fromAlice.
Quarter holds out a cushion.

QUARTER
Here is the royal evidence cushion.

DER
Place it gently.

Trios places the Jelly tart on the cushion.

Created using Celtx



TRI CS
Now what ?

ALl CE
Yes, now what ?

DER
None of your business.

Hare and Hatter are starting to nove away from
Alice. Dormouse is peering over the top of the

box.
ALI CE
Wiy did you take nmy tea and Jelly tart?
QUARTER
VWait until the boss is here.
ALI CE
The boss?
Ace is heard yelling off stage, they |ead the
Knave of Hearts on.
ACE
Make way! Move aside! Make room for the Knave of
Hearts.

As the Knave of Hearts enters the Dornouse
retreats into his box and speaks fromthere.
Hatter and Hare huddl e t oget her.

QUARTER/ TRI O DER
The Knave of Hearts.

ALl CE
Oh hello, nice to see you again.

KNAVE
VWho do we have here?

ALI CE
W neet just before. I'mAlice.

The Knave | ooks at the cards they shake their
heads i n di sagreenent.

ALl CE
Oh but we have. Renenber you hel ped ne.
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KNAVE
You are m st aken.

ALI CE

The white rabbit, renenber you told nme which way the

white rabbit went. Not that | have found t hem

KNAVE
| have heard of this white rabbit suspect.

ALl CE
Suspect ?

KNAVE
Arrest her!

ALl CE
Arrest ne?

KNAVE
She knows the white rabbit.

ALI CE
But | haven't done anything w ong.

KNAVE
W have the evi dence.

ALl CE
That's not evidence. It's ny tea.

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
It's evidence.

ALI CE
Ask them they invited me to tea.

HATTER
She just barged in.

HARE
| nvited herself.

DORMOUSE
Found a seat.

HATTER
Not a single manner in sight.

HARE
Made hersel f at hone.

Created using Celtx

24.



DORMOUSE
Knows t he rabbit.

ALl CE
He's your friend, not m ne.
KNAVE
So why are you | ooking for hinf
ALl CE
Wll...umm ..l was just listening to ny sister..
KNAVE

You and the rabbit did it together. Take her away!

Alice struggles as the cards gather around her,
| eadi ng her off stage.

The Knave st ays.

KNAVE
| trust | can rely on you both.
HARE/ HATTER
O course.
KNAVE
Not a word.
Hare and Hatter nod vigorously.
KNAVE
You wi ||l be summoned.
Hare and Hatter nod vigorously.
KNAVE

Under st and?
Hare and Hatter nod vigorously.
Knave exits. Hare knocks on the parcel and
Dor nouse pops up. They talk quietly and
earnestly.
Dor mouse retreats back into the box.

Hare and Hatter pack up the tea party and take
it all off stage.

The white rabbit enters, stops in front of a
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present. Dornouse pops up and whi spers to the
white rabbit, who |istens, nods and exits. The
Dor nbuse goes back into the box.

Caterpillar enters, the insects are flying
around them Dornouse pops up and whispers to
the Caterpillar, who |istens, nods, indicates
for the insects to take the other box and they
exit.

The Dornouse pops up, | ooks around, stands (feet
out of the bottomof the box) and starts to

| eave. Hears Dum and Dee com ng, stops and hides
in the box. They skip passed the box before

Dor nouse pops up.

DEE/ DUM

Dum dee, dee. Dee, dum dum We can skip as one.
DORMOUSE

Stop! It's time, it's tine.
DEE

Are we |ate?
DUM

For a date.
DORMOUSE

Li sten you two. The Hatter and Hare need your hel p.
DEE

Why does the Hatter wear a hat?
DUM

| don't know. Wy does the Hatter wear a hat?
DEE

To hide his hare.

Dee and Dum | augh.

DORMOUSE

Stop! Listen! Queen's garden! Now

Dee and Dum becone scar ed.

DUM

Not the queen's garden.
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DEE
At the pal ace.
DEE/ DUM
She's scary and nean.
DUM
| s that why she's the queen?
DEE
No, that's because she yells a |ot.
DORMOUSE
Stop it! Go!
Dum and Dee shrug and skip off stage. Dornouse
stands and starts to |leave with their box, when
the Cat enters. They whisper to each other and
| eave in different directions.
The Queen's Garden Court
Three cards enter carrying red rose bushes. They
exit and return with paint cans and brushes.
They paint the flowers left by the insects,
turning round to reveal red flowers.
They are humm ng the tune to 'Painting the roses
red.”
CARD 1
What a j ob.
CARD 2
Silliest job of |obs.
CARD 3
Pai nting the roses red.
CARD 1
Roses are red.
CARD 2
Violets are bl ue.
CARD 3
The qgueen hates this col our.
CARD 1/2/ 3

So guess what we have to do.
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CARD 1
Roses are wi t hered.

CARD 2
Violets are dead.

CARD 3
If we don't hurry up

CARD 1/ 2/ 3
It wll be off with our head!

They all laugh and start to sing.

CARD 1/2/ 3
We're painting the roses red

we're painting the roses red.
Red, red, red, red.
We're painting the roses red!

They repeat this or start humm ng until the
ot her characters enter. Then they | eave.

The Queen of Hearts, the king and queen's maids
enter together.

One maid has a fan, one a chair, one a cushion.
The chair is placed center stage, the cushion is
pl aced on the chair, the queen sits. The maids
fuss around the queen. The king stands next to

t he seated queen.

QUEEN
Are the roses finished?

MAI D 1
Yes ny queen.

QUEEN
| don't like that shade of red!

MAI D 2
We'll have it changed ny queen.

One maid sends another off to get it fixed.

The ki ng whispers to the Queen, who smles and
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nods.

Knave enters, followed by Alice who is

surrounded by Ace/ Der/ Troi s/ Quarter/Fifth.

KNAVE
Si ster dear, how are you?

QUEEN
|"ve felt better. What do you want?

KNAVE
| have a gift for you.

QUEEN
Do you bring me nore Jamtarts?

KNAVE
Sadly no. | bring you this.

Knave steps aside so the queen can see Alice.

QUEEN

VWhat kind of gift is this?
Kl NG

| think it's knowmn as a girl ny dear.
QUEEN

VWhat use is a girl!

KNAVE
This is the thiefl!

The gueen stands as she tal ks.

QUEEN
Of with its headl Of with its head!

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
Of with its headl Of with its head!

Kl NG
My dear, it is only a child.
QUEEN
ls this true?
KNAVE
| believe so, but it is still the thief.
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QUEEN
Uncuff the young human.

What kind of child are you?

ALl CE
Alice your nmjesty.
QUEEN
An Alice. | have not heard of this before.
ALl CE
No, no. My nane is Alice, | am..
QUEEN
How dare you say not to ne. OOf with the Alice's
head.

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
Of with the Alice's head.

Kl NG
My dear, the child is trying to tell you, it is a
she.
QUEEN
Oh, how wonderful. A she, like ne!
The queen | ooks at Alice thoughtfully, walking
around her.
QUEEN
Do you |ike ganes?
ALl CE
| | ove ganes your nmjesty.
QUEEN

Wonder ful! Wbnder f ul !
Queen turns to the Knave.

QUEEN
Fi nd. Me. The. Thi ef!

KNAVE
This is the thief.

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
The thief! The thief!
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KI NG
| suggest you | eave. The queen is out of sorts today.

MAID 1
Al'l her sorts.

MAI D 2
So all sorts can happen.

Kl NG
Hel p the Knave of Hearts find his way.

The two nai ds usher the Knave and his guards off

st age.
QUEEN
Now, let nme see. | spy wwth ny royal eye...sonething
begi nning with Q
ALl CE
Oh that's easy. Queen.
QUEEN
Wel |l done. My turn again.
ALl CE
Shouldn't it be ny turn.
QUEEN
No.
ALl CE
But | guessed it right.
Kl NG
Wrd of advice. 1'd let her wn.
Queen has been considering her next choice.
QUEEN
| spy with ny royal eye...sonething beginning
with...Q
ALl CE
You just did that.
QUEEN
And | can do it again if | like.
Kl NG

O course you can ny dear.
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QUEEN
See.
ALl CE
This gane seens a little unfair to ne.
QUEEN
Only to you.
Kl NG
| warned you.
ALl CE
| don't want to play anynore.
QUEEN
Of with her head!
Kl NG

Don't be rash ny dear.

QUEEN
To the dungeon!

KI NG
Horri bl e pl ace.

QUEEN
| don't care.

The ki ng and queen stand staring at each other.

Knave enters,
Hare and the Hatter.
with the Jelly tart.

QUEEN
Now what !

KNAVE
Evi dence!

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
Evi dence!

QUEEN KI NG
VWhat evi dence?

hi s guards are draggi ng on the

Ace is carrying the cushion

Ace shows the king and queen the cushi on.

QUEEN KI NG
Gasp!
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KI NG
We should call for the judge.

QUEEN
Call for the judge!

KNAVE
Where's the judge!

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
Where's the judge!

QUEEN
Ch! You're the judge.
KI NG
So | am
Card 1 and 2 enter carrying a box for the king
to stand on.
KI NG

Set up the court!

CARD 1/2/3
Set up the court!

Ace, holding the cushion stands in front of the
ki ng. The queen sits downstage watching. The
king calls out orders as all cards run around
rearrangi ng the stage.

Kl NG
Put the guilty in the dock.

Hare and Hatter are placed in the dock.

Kl NG
Gat her the jury.

Some cards rush off in different directions,
returning with the Caterpillar, the insects, the
Dor mouse, Dum and Dee. Alice is noved around the
stage by other characters, finally ending up in
the jury.

Wen they are all present he goes to bang his
gavel

KI NG
Were's ny gavel
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QUEEN
Get him his gavel
Card 1 gives the king a gavel.

When the king pretends to bang his gavel, one of
the cards says, "bang, bang."

CARD 1
Bang, bang.
Kl NG
Who charges these two poor, unhappy sol es?
KNAVE
| do.
Kl NG
And what do you charge them of ?
KNAVE
Ai ding and abetting a crimnal.
JURY
Uuuuuu.
Alice is silent.
Kl NG
What evi dence do you have?
KNAVE
Exhi bit one.
Ace steps forward. They wal k passed the jury
show ng them They show the queen, who sniffs it
and | ooks at it carefully.
KNAVE
Found at the scene of the Hatter's tea party with the
Har e.
QUEEN
Gui l ty!
JURY
Gui l ty!

Alice is silent.

Created using Celtx



QUEEN
Of with their heads!
JURY
Of with their heads!
CARD 2
Bang, bang!
The queen and the jury place their hands over
their nmouths. Alice does not.
Kl NG
What do you two have to say for yourselves?
HARE
Not hi ng.
HATTER
Not hi ng.
Kl NG
Vell in that case.
HARE/ HATTER
Her .
They both point at Alice.
QUEEN

Of with her head!

JURY
Of with her head!

Soneone in the jury pushes Alice away.

CARD 1

Bang, bang!
Kl NG

Si | ence!
ALI CE

| haven't done anythi ng w ong.

KNAVE
Put her in the dock.

ACE/ DER/ TRI OS/ FI FTH QUARTER
Put her in the dock.
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Der/Trios/Fifth/ Quarter nove Alice to the dock.

QUEEN
So did she steal the Jamtarts

KNAVE
That is what | have been trying to tell you.

ALl CE
It was jelly that Hatter and Hare served ne at their
delightful tea party.

HATTER
Why thank you Alice. Very nice of you to say so.
HARE
Very nice indeed.
KI NG
Jel ly?
QUEEN
Yuk! Jelly.
HATTER
Yes, jelly.
HARE
Not jam
KNAVE
O course it's jam This stranger to our |and,
invites herself to tea parties. Then hel ps these two
to steal the queen's jamtarts.
KI NG
How do you know?
The white rabbit can be heard off stage. He
enters and col | apses onto the ground from
exhaustion, center stage.
RABBI T
Your majesty! Your majesty!
' m here.
I"'ma little late but, |I'm here.
JURY
He's here!
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Kl NG
You' re here.

HATTER
He' s here.

HARE
No he's not. He's a rabbit.

KNAVE
Yes he is. The white rabbit, who is an acconplice of
t hese three here.

HARE
That's right.

JURY
Gasp!

HARE
|'ma hare and he's a rabbit.

JURY
True!

KNAVE
No, no. He is in cahoots with you.

DEE
| know this one.

DUM
Know what ?

DEE
It's what happens when you press the horn.

DEE/ DUM
The car hoot s!

Everyone | aughs. Alice, the Knave and the King

do not.
Kl NG
Si | ence!
CARD 2
Bang, bang!
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Kl NG
Silence in the court.
CARD 1
Bang, bang!
VWhile this is happening the Knave see the white
rabbit has sone gloves and he tries to take
t hem
Kl NG

Stop that at once.

The Knave and white rabbit freeze, the gl oves
fall to the ground. The king has a card pick

t hem up.
Kl NG
Wo's are these?
KNAVE
H s.
RABBI T
H s.
Kl NG
| see.
Everyone starts to talk. Alice, Knave, white
rabbit and the king are silent.
The king holds up the gl oves, everyone stops
t al ki ng.
Kl NG

M Rabbit. Are these your gl oves?

RABBI T
No your majesty.

KI NG
Are you wearing your gloves?

RABBI T
Yes your mmjesty.

KNAVE
Get on with it.
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KI NG
What were you doing with these gl oves?

RABBI T
If it pleases your nmjesty.

QUEEN
Yes we pl eases.

RABBI T
| f your majesties would kindly smell the gl oves.

QUEEN
How dare you

RABBI T
Maybe taste the gl oves.

QUEEN
Ri di cul ous.

KI NG
Perhaps we could try one each. I will taste and you
can sniff, ny dear.

A card gives one glove to the queen.
They taste and sniff at the sane tine.

KI NG/ QUEEN
Jam

JURY
Jam

QUEEN
Of with soneone's head!

KNAVE
O course it has jamon it. He was wearing them when
he stole the jamtarts.

JURY
Uuuuuu.

KI NG
Where did you get these gloves fronf

RABBI T
| found them
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KNAVE
Li kely story.

Kl NG
Quiet! Carry on rabbit.

RABBI T
| saw the Knave of Hearts, in an awful hurry when he
dropped those gloves. | called out, but he did not
hear nme. Then | noticed the red stains and recogni sed
the snell of the queen's favourite jam

JURY
The queen's favourite jam

KNAVE
You cannot take the word of this silly rabbit.

Kl NG
But | do.

JURY
He does.

HARE/ HATTER
We do.

ALl CE
That' s not enough evidence. So you saw himdrop his
gl oves when in a hurry. You hurry everywhere M
Rabbi t .

CATERPI LLAR
Yes you do.

JURY
Yes he does.

HARE
He's |ate, he's | ate.

HATTER
For a very inportant date.

ALI CE
Nobody saw t he Knave of Hearts take the tarts.

KI NG
Did you NOT see himtake them
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ALI CE

O course | did not see himtake them
CATERPI LLAR

More non evi dence.
JURY

Non evi dence.

The cat enters.

CAT

Has anyone tried the evidence tarts?
JURY

Uuuuuu.
KNAVE

| thought | had run you out of the kingdom
Kl NG

What have you done Knave?
KNAVE

Not hi ng.
CAT

But you have.
JURY

He has.
CAT

And to our poor, |ovely, dear queen.
JURY

Qur queen.
CAT

Your sister.
JURY

Hi s sister.
KNAVE

Stop tal ki ng nonsense.
CAT

Nonsense is ny business. Theft is yours.
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HARE/ HATTER
Theft is his.

The king indicates for the Hare, Hatter and
Alice to be released. They go to the jury and
the Knave is placed in the dock.

CAT
Ace.
ACE
Yes.
CAT
What did the Knave say to you earlier today?
ACE
Said he had dirty work to do.
CAT
Purrfect.
Pillar why did you send Alice on her way?
CATERPI LLAR
She was being foll owed by Knaves guards.
| NSECT 1/2/3
GQuards in hiding. Guards in hiding.
Quarter, Fifth and Der | ook guilty.
CAT
Purrfect.
Hatter and Hare, how did you cone by those jelly
tarts?
HATTER
Delivered to ny door. By one of them
Hatter points to the knaves guards.
HARE
No note. Just jelly tarts.
CAT

Purrfect.

Dum and Dee, tell ne what did you see?

Created using Celtx



DUM
We saw him go out.

DEE/ DUM

Then, that way. That way. Over there, around there

and back through there.

As they tal k, Dee and Dum each point in
different directions.

CAT

Purrfect.

Trios, what did the Knave ask you to do.
TRI CS

Buy new gl oves.
CAT

Purrfect.

A purrfect plan.
JURY

A purrfect plan.
ALl CE

This is all hearsay. It proves nothing.
QUEEN

Then of f with your head!
ALl CE

VWere is the logic in all this?
QUEEN

Sentence first, verdict after.
Kl NG

Logic is in the head of the behol der.
CATERPI LLAR

It's all between the ears.
JURY

Makes purrfect sense.
ALl CE

Honestly this nmakes no sense.
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CAT
Oh but it does. | followed his path as Dee and Dum
said. He sent you in the wong direction. In disguise
he delivered the jelly tarts. Returning to arrest
you.
ALl CE
Yes, he did arrest ne.
Kl NG
See, makes sense.
ALl CE
But why nme? Wy the rabbit? Wiy the Hare and the
Hatter?
Kl NG
Strange. It sounds |ike you are defending the one
t hat accused you.
CATERPI LLAR
Strange she is.
| NSECT 1/2/3
And rude.
CATERPI LLAR
Wth a bad tenper.
| NSECT 1/2/3
Tenper, tenper.
Alice is starting to get angry.
HATTER
Do you have nore to tell?
HARE
What are you hiding.
ALl CE
Not hi ng.
DEE/ DUM
Not hi ng i s sonet hi ng.
ALl CE
This is inpossible. You are all so...so..
CAT

Be careful what you say.
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ALI| CE
Ri di cul ous!

QUEEN
Hol d your tongue.

ALI| CE
| won't!

DEE
How do you hol d your tongue?

DUM
Is it |ike holding your hat?

ALI CE
Stop tal ki ng nonsense.

Everyone crowds around Alice, noving her
forward. The Knave is forgotten.

QUEEN
Of with her head!

HARE
No nore tea.

| NSECT 1/2/3
Time to sting.

Kl NG
Silence in the court.

Everyone freezes. Alice |ooks fromface to face.

HATTER
Move over, you can't sit there.

HARE
O there.

CARD 1/2/3
Arrest her. Arrest her.

CATERPI LLAR
Rude and angry.

DEE/ DUM
Round and round.
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CAT
Curiouser and curiouser.
EVERYONE
Curiouser and curiouser.
As everyone says the last part Alice is pushed
forward, onto the ground. The curtains close
behind her. Alice does not nove.
Her sister can be heard off stage.
SI STER
Alice!
Alice, wake up
ALl CE
Where am | ?
SI STER
Oh you silly little thing. You fell asleep.
ALl CE
|"ve had the strangest dream
SI STER
It's amazi ng how you can fall asleep anywhere.
ALl CE
There was a white rabbit, a tea party and...and, oh
and a really angry queen.
SI STER
That angry queen is going to be nother if | don't get
you hone on tinme for tea.
ALl CE
But it seened so real
SI STER
Enough of this nonsense.
The sister fusses over Alice and turns to | eave.
Alice | ooks around and spots the white rabbit.
She hesitates, then runs after her sister.
ALl CE

| saw him | saw the white rabbit.
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SI STER
We don't have tinme, we're late. We're very late.

THE END
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