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Cast of Characters

DUPREE: A once weal thy | ady,
penni |l ess and at the nercy of
Lord Dank. Lilian's nother.

LI LI AN: The only child of Madam
Dupree. Strong willed, with a
strong dislike of Lord Dank.

DANK: A selfish, vain man. Lord
Dank is rich and evil.

ED: Married to Ma Baker. Ed is
ki nd hearted and bul lied by
his boss Lord Dank and his
wife.

BAKER: Ed' s nean and hateful wi fe.



Madam Dupree is sitting in a sparsely furni shed
roomknitting, her daughter Lilian sits at her
feet holding a yarn of wool wound around her
hands.

DUPREE
Pear|l one, knit two, pearl one, knit two, pearl one.

Dupree pulls on the yarn wapped around Lilian's

hands.
DUPREE
Pearl one, knit two...
LI LI AN
You did pearl two.
DUPREE
VWhat ?
LI LI AN
You did pearl two.
DUPREE
No, its pearl one, knit two.
LI LI AN
| know.
DUPREE
Good. Now where was |.
LI LI AN
Pearl two, knit one.
DUPREE
Pearl two, knit one. Pearl two, knit one.

(sighs)
| can't believe ny life has conme to this. Knitting
scarves to nmake ends neet.

LI LI AN
You could knit sonething el se nother

DUPREE

This is not the way ny life was neant to be. It is
your papa's fault. If only he was here.
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LI LI AN
OCh nmanma, what woul d he do?

DUPREE
Probably nothing, as was his life story. Did | ever
tell you he had a photographic nenory?

LI LI AN
No mana.
DUPREE
Not that it matters, he never devel oped it.
LI LI AN
| s that what nmade papa so negative?
DUPREE
No, he just couldn't focus.
LI LI AN
But I'm sure he |oved you mana.
DUPREE
Enough! It nust be supper tinme. Go and see what we
have.
LI LI AN
Yes nmana.
Lilian exits. Dupree checks to see if her
daughter is comng, then takes a bite of
chocol at e/ cake/ bi scuit which is hiding behind a
cushion. She rushes to put it away as she hears
Li I i an returning.
Lilian enters, stops behind her nother.
LI LI AN
Si gh!
Dupree does not respond, she is making sure
there is no evidence of her snack. Lilian noves
cl oser.
LI LI AN
(I ouder)
Si gh!

Dupree does not respond to Lilian but rolls her
eyes to the audience.
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Lilian, flops down, unlady like in a seat.

LI LI AN
Si gh!

There is nothing to eat mana.

DUPREE

As | expected ny dear.
LI LI AN

| ' m sooo000 hungry mana.
DUPREE

Yes ny dear.
LI LI AN

| can't express how hungry | am nmana.

DUPREE
Be strong ny dear.

Lillian starts to sob.
LI LI AN

| would give anything for a slice of freshly baked
bread. Even just a crunb.

DUPREE
Ch ny dear girl. | wish | could give that and nore.
Dupree begins to weep.
LI LI AN
Oh mana!
DUPREE
We haven't a single penny left.
LI LI AN
Not hi ng?
DUPREE
Not hi ng. The jewelry has been sol d.
LI LI AN
Al of it?
DUPREE

The furniture is nearly all gone.
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Dupree bl ows her nose |oudly.

DUPREE
| have nothing left to give. W have not hing.
Not hi ng!
Dupree starts to how and sob very | oudly.
Mot her and daughter fall into each others arns.
LI LI AN
On mana!
DUPREE

Oh ny darling daughter

LI LI AN
Poor, poor mama! Desol ate and penniless. Ch mama, you
poor ol d thing.

DUPREE
Alright, don't rub it in. W have nothing. Just
forgive ne and be done with it.

Lilian junps up and starts pacing the fl oor.

LI LI AN
O course | forgive you manma. How could | not.
DUPREE
Thank you ne dear.
LI LI AN
It is that despicable Lord Dank who has made our life
a msery.
DUPREE
He certainly has not hel ped.
LI LI AN
He puts up the rent, then he does it again, and
agai n!
DUPREE

It appears his greed knows no end.

LI LI AN
He's a...a..

@ ances at her nother, then boldly states to the
audi ence
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LI LI AN
...a scoundrel of a nman!

DUPREE
On!
Dupree dramatically faints and her daughter
rushes to her side
LI LI AN
Mana!
DUPREE

You mustn't talk |like that.

LI LI AN
| can't help it. He is a scoundrel.

DUPREE
Shhhh! Don't |et him hear you.

LI LI AN
Anger rages within me mama. Just the sound of his
nanme. Lord Dank. Lord Dank. Lord Dank. Lord
Dank. . . st ank.

DUPREE
Lilian stop! He'll have you arrested..
(gasps)
...or worse...he'll...he'l
LI LI AN

VWhat not her ?

DUPREE
Not hi ng, don't think about it. He wouldn't dare.

LI LI AN
Ch but he does dare nother.

There is a | oud knocking at the door. They both
| ook at the door, then at each other, then at
t he audi ence.

There is a | oud knocking at the door again.
Lilian hel ps her mama to sit up, then answers
t he door.

Lord Dank enters w thout acknow edgi ng either
lady. He is followed by his servant Ed Baker.
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Dank hands his hat the Ed w t hout | ooking.

Dupree indicates for her daughter to stand

behi nd her.
DUPREE
Lord Dank! \What a |ovely surprise.
DANK
| know.
ED
He knows.
When Ed speaks nobody takes any noti ce.
DUPREE
It is a pleasure to see you agai n.
DANK
| always find it a pleasure to see ne too.
ED
It's all a pleasure.
Dank noticeably | ooks Dupree up and down.
DANK

Unfortunately, it's not a pleasure to see you
Lilian steps forward, her nother stops her.

DUPREE
Pl ease forgive ne Lord..

LI LI AN
St ank!

DUPREE
(coughi ng)
Dank. If I'd know you were com ng | would be nore
pr epar ed.

DANK
It would have nade little difference. You seem you
| ook...old...dowdy even.

Dank pushes past her and wal ks sl owy towards
t he daughter
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DANK
But you ny dear..

Dank takes Lilian's hand. She tries to hide her

di sgust .
DANK
...l ook divine.
Lilian gives an awkward curtsey.
LI LI AN
Thank you ny | ord.

(asi de)
Dank by name, rank by odour.

Dupree rushes over and pushes between Dank and
Lilian.

DUPREE
Thank you for honouring us with this visit Lord Dank.
Pl ease do have a seat.

Dupree noves Dank to a seat, and pushes her
daughter in the opposite direction.

Ed rushes to dust the seat clean, Dank sits when
satisfied. Dupree and Lilian stand either side
of Dank.

DUPREE
Can | offer you a cup of tea?

Dank raises his hand as if to speak. Ed nods to
accept the offer.

LI LI AN
Cof f ee?
Dank raises his hand as if to speak. Ed nods to
accept the offer.
DUPREE
Wat er ?
Dank raises his hand as if to speak. Ed nods to
accept the offer.
LI LI AN
A wash?
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DUPREE
VWi skey!

Dank rai ses his hand as

accept the offer.

LI LI AN
A bat h?
Dank rai ses his hand as
accept the offer.
DUPREE
Bi scui t!
Dank rai ses his hand as
accept the offer.
LI LI AN

A ci gar perhaps?

Dank rai ses his hand as

accept the offer.

DUPREE
Snuf f ?
Dank rai ses his hand as
accept the offer.
LI LI AN
Br andy?
DUPREE
Perfect Lillian! Brandy for
Dank raises his hand as if to speak
accept the offer.
LLI AN

Yes mama. Brandy for Lord Dank.

Lilian is shooed off by her

themall to a stop.

DANK
Enough!

ED
He said nuff!
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They | ook at Ed, he | ooks behi nd hinself.

LI LI AN
You want snuff?

ED
He said nuff.

They | ook confused.

DANK
Enough.

ED
You said it again.

To Dupree and Lilian .

ED
He said it again

DANK
(Asi de)
Good help is hard to find.

DANK
| "' m here because of your arrears.

ED
Your rears.

Dupree pats the back of her dress while Lilian
| ooks at her nother's bottom Using her hands as
if trying to determ ne the size.

DUPREE
How dare you

DANK
| dare madam as it belongs to ne.

ED
Belongs to him all rears.

DUPREE
This is despicable. I'll have you know I, | m ght be
poor but I'mstill, a |ady.

LI LI AN

Are you trying to ruin what is left of mamas
reput ation?
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10.

DUPREE
And | don't snack that nuch.

Lilian flashes a | ook at her nother.

DANK
| think Madam Dupree has done that already by letting
t hings slip.
Dupree is swaying on the verge of fainting. Ed
and Lilian try to catch her and help her to a
seat .
Ed starts to fan Dupree. Lilian rushes to get
her sonme water.
Dank tal ks to the audience.
DANK
Life is never easy. Unless of course, you happen to
be me. Wich obviously is not possible, whose el se
could cope wwth such intellect, style and | ook this
good.
Dank preens hinself as he talks.
DANK

Alittle hardship is no reason to let things slip, to
I

allow things to fall apart. Now Madane Dupree it is
time to nmake anends.
Dank is still |ooking at the audience.
LI LI AN
Lord Dank!
DANK
Lovely Lilian.
LI LI AN
What right do you have to di shonour ny mama?
DANK
Right! | have every right. She is in arrears and nust
pay.
LI LI AN
Arrears?
DANK

Yes arrears!
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DUPREE
Ch arrears, not rears.
DANK
What are you on about wonan?
ED
Should I tell you nmy Lord?
Dank waves Ed away. Turns to address the
audi ence.
DANK
Today, is rent day.
ED
Rent day!
DUPREE / LILIAN
Gasp!
DANK
Today!
DUPREE / LILIAN
No!
DUPREE
But | paid it |ast week.
DANK
That was the rent fromthe week before, the week
bef ore.
ED

The week fore, the week fore.

Ed | ooks confused.

= O is that the week fore, the week fore?
They all |ook at Ed, he | ooks behind hinself.
DANK
Madam Dupree your rent is due...today!
Ed goes to speak but is stopped by Dank.
DUPREE

But...but...Lord Dank.
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DANK

Yes?
DUPREE

l...1...1 don't have any noney to buy food.
DANK

Sooo0000, your problemis?
DUPREE

| don't have noney for anyt hing.
DANK

And?
DUPREE

(sobs)

| don't have noney for the rent.
DANK

el | ?
DUPREE

...l can't pay the rent.
DANK

Oh, | see.

(pause)

So, what's the problenf
ED

VWhat's the prob?

They all look at Ed, he silently |ooks behind
hi nsel f.

DANK

Can you pay the arrears Lady Dupree?
DUPREE

No.
DANK

So is that the probl en?
LI LI AN

The problem Lord Dank, is you are a horrible..

Dupree rushes to stand in front of her daughter,
pushi ng her away.

Created using Celtx



13.

DUPREE
Horribly handsone man that...that no one can resist.

Dupree smles flirtatiously at Dank. He turns
fromher in disgust.

ED
Cet way!
DUPREE
How am | going to feed ny daughter?
Lillian courtesy's to Dank.
DUPREE
My | ovely, young, sweet innocent daughter.
ED
CGet way | said!
Dank silences Ed and stares out into the
audi ence.
Dupree and Lilian cling to each other hoping for
nercy.
DUPREE
Pl ease have nmercy. | sinply cannot...pay the rent.
Dank continues to stare at the audi ence. Dupree
and Lilian are sobbing in each others arns.
DANK
| have a sol ution!
ED
He's got a lution.
Dupree and Lilian | ook hopeful.
DUPREE
Oh thank you Lord Dank. Thank you.
DANK
Pay the rent. No problem
Dank gives an evil laugh. Dupree faints and is
hel ped to the seat by Lilian. Dupree is sobbing
| oudl y.
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LI LI AN
Have you no nercy?
DANK
No.
DUPREE
My Lord! Please, please...surely there is another
way.
Lilian stands and | ooks to Dank who is still
faci ng the audi ence.
LI LI AN
Lord Dank.

(hesi tates)
Coul d you give us nore tine?

Dupree is still sobbing.

DANK
No!

ED
You hear him No.

Lilian appeals to Ed.

LI LI AN
VWhat if we...we pay double, no...triple next tine.
ED
Wth what ?
DANK
No!
LI LI AN
But...We...please...please help ne. Help us.
Lilian's appeals to Ed are maki ng hi mwai ver.
ED
Me Lord maybe they coul d..
Dank hol ds up his hand.
DANK

...pay the rent! Splendid idea.

Lilian stanps her foot in frustration and
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returns to her nother.

15.

ED
But if they have no noney how are they neant to pay?
DANK
Not ny problem
DUPREE
Oh Lord Dank pl ease have nercy.
Dupree | ooks to Ed and pleas with him
DUPREE
Pl ease tell himwe need nore tine. Tell him he can
trust ne, I wll find the noney. | will pay the rent.
|...we just need nore tine.
Ed struggles with his conscience. He finally
goes to Dank, tugging on his sleeve. Dank tries
to brush his hand away, but Ed pulls hi maway
fromDupree and Lilian to the front of the
stage. Their discussion is focused towards the
audi ence.
ED
...l have a idea.
DANK
You!
Ed nods. Looks at Dupree and Lilian, crying
qui etly, and back to Dank.
DANK
Well out with it.
ED
Wth what ?
DANK
The i dea.
ED
Oh. The i dea.
DANK

Yes. The i dea.

Ed says not hi ng.
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16.

Are you going to tell ne your idea?

You want me to tell you now?

Now woul d be good.

Merri age.

Marri age?
Ed nods vi gorously.

Dank | ooks over at the Dupree and Liian.
Never !
It would solve...
Not hing. | woul d be | osing noney.
But you woul d gain..
Not hing. I'd be a | aughi ng stock.
But
Not hi ng. Look at it!
They both | ook back at Dupree and Lilian who are

still in a state of despair. Dank visibly
shudder s.

No! The ot her one.

They both | ook back at Dupree and Lillian who
are still in a state of despair.
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one,
will

17.

so | wll
t ake the yound

ED
Merry the young one.
DANK
The daughter?
They both | ook back at Dupree and Lilian again.
DANK
Mmm . . maybe.
ED
Oh the daughter is for you ne Lord.
They both | ook back at Dupree and Lilian again.
DANK
One for ne.
(pauses)
One for you.
Ed starts to protest.
ED
No nme | ord.
DANK
I"mglad | thought of it.
ED
No nme Lord.
DANK
No need to thank ne.
ED
No, no ne lord. It's just...
DANK
That | can't be seen with the old
gladly give that one to you and |
one.
ED
No. | can't...l can't nerry...
DANK
O course you can.
ED

My lord it is not possible for ne...
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DANK
| insist!

ED
Yes nme Lord, but | can't ne Lord.

DANK
Enough! One each that is the deal

Ed i s distraught and backs away for Dank.

Dank turns to find Lilian standing, ready to
confront him

LI LI AN
Lord Dank.

Her nother starts to panic.

DUPREE
Lilian, nol

LI LI AN
We nust nmake a stand nmama.

DUPREE
It's not worth it ny child, we are dooned.

LI LI AN
But mama we nust meke a stand against evil. W nust
try to...

Dank holds up his hand to silence Lilian.

DANK
There may be a way.

DUPREE
Anyt hi ng Lord Dank, anyt hi ng.

DANK
Anyt hi ng you say?

DUPREE
Yes.

ED
No.

LI LI AN
Anyt hi ng?
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DUPREE
Yes Lilian. Anything!

DANK
VWl | then.

LI LLI AN
VWhat is it?

DUPREE
Anyt hi ng Lord Dank.

DANK
G ve ne...

LI LI AN
We have nothing to give Lord Dank.

DUPREE
But we will give that.

ED
No you don't want to give himthat.

DANK
| want...your daughter's hand in marri age.

Lilian drops to the floor, Dupree junps up.
DUPREE / LILIAN

Noooo!
DANK

Do not pani c Madam Dupree you shall not be |onely.
ED

Yes she will!
DANK

You shall not be left to sit by yourself on cold
wi nter nights, feeling depressed, crying.

ED

She can cry all she |ikes.
DANK

Ed here wll marry you.
DUPREE / ED

Noooo!
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Lilian sits up | ooking at Ed. Dupree places her
hands on her hips and noves cl oser to Ed.

DUPREE
And why not ?

LI LI AN
Yes. What's wwong with ny nother?

ED
Not hi ng.

It's not you, it's ne.

DUPREE
| think the years have been good to ne.

ED
They have.

DUPREE
Thank you.

ED
There's a problem..it's just that...well...

DUPREE
VWhat's wong with you?

ED
Not hi ng!

DANK
G eat that's settl ed!

Lillian returns her head to the floor, silently,
but visibly sobbing as Dupree and Raven battle
it out.

DUPREE
No!

DANK
Yes!

DUPREE
No!

DANK
Yes!
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DUPREE
No!

DANK
Yes!

DUPREE
No!

DANK
Yes!

ED
No!

DUPREE
Yes!

Dupree is shocked as what she has said. Lilian
| ooks up fromthe floor in horror.

LI LI AN
Noooo!

DANK
Yes!

ED
Noooo!

They all look at Ed, who | ooks behind hinself.
Lilian returns to sobbing on the floor.

DANK
The weddi ng shall be tonorrow.

DUPREE
My Lord pl ease, please reconsider

DANK
W will return |later today to finalise the details.

DUPREE
| ' m busy.

ED
She' s busy.

LI LI AN
W' re busy.
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DANK
Good. Busy organising the weddi ngs.
DUPREE
But...but...umm..| have no noney.
LI LI AN
Yes! We have no noney, so how can we arrange the
weddi ng?
ED

That's right! They have no noney and weddi ngs are
spensi ve.

DUPREE / LILIAN
Very expensive.

ED
Very, very spensive.
LI LI AN
And of course you would want not hing but the best.
DANK
OCh, ny dear girl. Al ready thinking of ne.
LI LI AN
No!
DUPREE
Tradition states that father of the bride pays for
t he weddi ng.
LI LI AN
And | have no father.
ED
O noney.
Dank indicates for Ed to bring his hat. There is
a nuddl e as Dupree gets in the way.
DANK

Ladies. Until this evening.
Dank | eaves | aughing. Ed hesitates, he wants to
speak to Dupree but is called to follow his
mast er.

Dupree hel ps Lilian up, they hug, stare at each
other and then start to pace the floor. Each
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time they nmet in the mddle of the stage they
| ook at each other, the audi ence and then pace
away from each other. This is repeated a few
times. Standing on the opposite side of the
stage Dupree nmakes a suggesti on.

DUPREE
We coul d poi son him

LI LI AN
Yes poi son!

They consider the idea, then | ook at the
audi ence.

DUPREE / LI LI AN
No!

LI LI AN
To good for him

DUPREE
Not pai nful enough.

They pace the floor once again. Standing on the
opposite side of the stage Lilian nmakes a
suggesti on.

LI LI AN
We coul d. ..
Lilian acts out shooting Lord Dank.
DUPREE
We don't own one.
LI LI AN
Pity
They pace the floor once again. Standing on the
opposite side of the stage Dupree nakes a
suggesti on.
DUPREE

You coul d...you know. ..

Dupree shimry's her shoulders, lifts her skirt
up, as if flirting.

DUPREE
...get a job.
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They consider the idea, then | ook at the

audi ence.
LI LI AN
No!
DUPREE
You sure?
LI LI AN
Yes. |'m sure.
They pace the floor once again. Standing on the
opposite side of the stage Lilian nakes a
suggesti on.
LI LI AN
VWhat about ?
DUPREE
Gone.
LI LI AN
And the. ..
DUPREE
Al'l gone. | told you Lilian there is nothing left to

sell. Nothing left!

They pace the floor once again. Lilian suddenly
rushes to her nother.

LI LI AN
| have it! | have it!
Lilian rushes out.
DUPREE
Lillian! \Were are you goi ng?
LI LI AN
Ch mama do not worry, | know what to do.

She starts to rush after her daughter but stops
and returns to the seat nuttering. She bl ows her
nose loudly and returns to her knitting.

There is a knock, then a coughing noise fromthe
doorway. Dupree does not hear it. Ed enters very
qui etly, he keeps looking around as if he is
scared of being seen.
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ED
(whi spers)
Madam Dupr ee.
ED
(I ouder)
Madam Dupr ee.
ED
(I ouder)
Madam Dupr ee.
Dupree junps out of her seat in fright. Ed is
al so frightened by this.
DUPREE
What are you doi ng here? You...you... scoundrel!
ED
Pl ease Madam don't be harsh. |I'mno scoundrel
DUPREE
Touch nme and |I'll scream
ED
|l won't.
DUPREE
Wiy not? What's wong with nme?
ED
Not hi ng Madam 1've cone to expl ain.
DUPREE
Expl ain what ? What does your master, Lord Dank want
now?
ED
He... he does not know | amhere. If he did he would
surely beat ne.
DUPREE
You poor m serable nman.
ED

H mand ne m ssus have a ot in comon.

Ed says the last bit to the audi ence as he
wrings his hat in his hands.
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ED
Beaten by wife and naster.
DUPREE
Oh the sorrows of the down trodden.
ED
If my wife knew |l was here, well there'd be hell to
pay.
DUPREE
Your wi fe!
ED
She's the jeal ous type.
DUPREE
You offer to marry nme when you're already married.
Oh, no wonder your w fe beats you.
ED
It...it wasn't ne! Lord Dank is making ne do it.
DUPREE
l"mworth marrying you know.
ED
You may be but nme Lord just wants you out of the way.
Of stage yelling can be heard, then there is a
bangi ng on the door. Ed is horrified, as it is
his wife.
ED
"' m dooned! It's her! The m ssus!
DUPREE
Qui ck hi de!
Hi de in here!
Dupree pushes Ed behind a screen. She noves to
the front of the stage adjusting her clothes as
she wal ks. Just before she sits down there is a
| oud knocki ng and Baker, Ed's wife, storns in.
BAKER

VWhere is he?
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DUPREE
Excuse me? May | hel p you?

BAKER
Tell me where he is?

DUPREE
My good | ady | have know i dea who you are, or who, or
what you are tal king about.

Baker and Dupree start to circle each other.

BAKER
(l aughs, m m cs)
My good | ady | have know idea...drop the act!

You're no good lady, you're just a | ow down, good for
not hi ng, husband t hi ef!

DUPREE
Husband t hi ef ?

BAKER
Yeah! M ne! Now where is he.

Wil e Baker is rolling up her sleeves and
preparing for a fight, Ed's starts to sneak out
from behind the screen. Dupree notices himso
ties to prevent Baker from noticing. She noves
towards the front of the stage. Ed goes back
behind the screen a fewtinmes then slowy
continues to sneak across the back of the stage,
stoppi ng every now and then.

DUPREE
Now, now. | have done no such thing! Please. Cone.
Sit and...
BAKER
Don't play nice with me. 1'Il kill you..
DUPREE
Kill!
Ed junps as Dupree yells.
BAKER

Wth pleasure.

DUPREE
Wait! How do you know your husband is here?
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BAKER
Dank brought himhere this nmorning and he ain't cone
hone.

DUPREE
You nean that Ed fell ow?

Baker does a littl e dance.

BAKER
| knewit! | knew it!

Baker pulls a gun from her apron pocket or
basket .

DUPREE / ED
Gasp!

Baker turns at the sound to see Ed behi nd her.
She waves the gun at him indicating he conme and
stand next to her.

BAKER
Not here she said. Don't know him she said. Well,
who's this then?

DUPREE
Madaml | assure you there was nothing going..

BAKER
| don't wanna hear it. | know he's pathetic | ooking,
a bit dim and to conme to think of it, alittle on
the lazy side. But he's mne damm it! And no snooty
hag |ike you is going to have him

DUPREE
Hag! Now | ook here.
BAKER
That's it! You want him you can have him
DUPREE / ED
VWhat !
BAKER

But it will cost you! 50 pounds.

DUPREE
| don't want to buy your husband.
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BAKER
You're right that's too nmuch. 10 pound. Take it or
| eave it.
DUPREE
"1l leave it thank you very nuch.
BAKER
Too | ate. He's danaged goods, no refunds.
DUPREE
But he was yours first.
BAKER
Save it! We're leaving and he...ain't com ng back for
free. I want ny noney by this evening.
Dupree is shocked and stares at them as they
| eave. Ed is being bullied off the stage. Just
bef ore | eavi ng Baker turns back.
BAKER

Remenber, 10 pound for ny pathetic Ed or el se you're
dead. That includes your daughter, don't want no
| oose ends.

Baker exits, yelling at Ed. Dupree flops into
the seat and sits fanning herself. She does not
respond to the sound of Lilian's voice.

LI LI AN
Mama, |' m hone.
Lilian sees her nother slunped in the seat and
rushes over to her.
LI LI AN

Oh not her what's w ong?

Dupree does not respond.

LI LI AN
Everything is going to be alright. Look |I have the
noney.
Lilian places a wad of noney on Dupree's |ap.
DUPREE

Lilian! Where did you get this?

Dupree finally | ooks up and sees her daughter,
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she gasps at Lillian's short hair.

DUPREE
Your hair.

LI LI AN
l...1 sold it. The wig maker has paid us well.

DUPREE
You sold your hair to the w g maker?

LI LI AN
Yes.

DUPREE
Oh the shane of it!

LI LI AN
| was not seen nother and it was the only answer.

DUPREE
My dear child, so brave but...but | fear it has al
been for not hing.

LI LI AN
We are saved nother. W can pay the rent and the
arrears.

DUPREE
Yes this week, but what about next week, and the week
after that. Lord Dank will get his way. He will marry
you and then there is Ed's wife.

LI LI AN
You nean Ma Baker?
DUPREE
The one and only. She says she will kill us both if

we do not pay 10 pounds for Ed.

LI LI AN
But we don't want Ed.

DUPREE
Qobvi ously, neither does she.

There is a knock at the door. Dank and Ed enter.
Ed is very nervous and Dank is wearing a new
Wi g. He parades in front of the | adies and
stands facing the audi ence preening hinself.
Dupree and Lilian recognise the w g.

Created using Celtx



DUPREE
Good afternoon Lord Dank.

DANK
Yes it is a good afternoon isn't it.
DUPREE
What can | do for you?
DANK
| wanted to check on the weddi ng arrangenents.
DUPREE
Yes of course. The weddi ng arrangenents.
Lilian silently indicates for her nother to be
quiet and to sit down. Lilian then approaches
Dank.
LI LI AN
Ch ny Lord how dashi ng you | ook.
DANK
| am aren't I.
Dank smles and flicks the long wg. Lilian
wal ks around himas if admring his new outfit
and w g.
LI LI AN
There is sonmething different about you Lord Dank.
DANK
Do you think so?
LI LI AN
Ch yes ny | ord.
DANK
Does it stand out? Do you think it's too nmuch?
LI LI AN

It is a subtle change. But whatever it is, it nakes
you nore handsone, nore desirable.

(asi de)
Gets himevery tine.

Dank takes her hands as she passes, he kisses
it.
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DANK
Lilian ny love. | cannot wait until we are wed.
LI LI AN
My Lord I too cannot wait.
She turns away from him
But alas | fear we will never know such happi ness.
DANK
Do not |et such sorrow darken your young heart. W
are to be wed tonorrow. Happiness is but a few short
hours away.
LI LI AN
If only it was possible.
DANK
Tell me young, sweet innocent Lilian, what troubles
you.
LI LI AN
How can | enbrace happi ness when | know ny nother's
life is in danger.
DANK
Ed will care for her ny |ove.
LI LI AN
He has not told you...he is...he is married.
DANK
And the problemis?
LI LI AN
Ch the pain and sorrow.
DANK
Let me ease your worries. Wiat can | do ny sweet
girl?
Lilian stops sobbing, turns to Dank and |i nks
her armin his. Dank | ooks very happy with
hi nmsel f.
LI LI AN
Pretend to be nother when Ma Baker cones back to kill

her.
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DANK
Kill!

Dank tries to escape, but Lilian pulls him back.

LI LI AN
You are so brave to do this ny Lord. You are the only
one brave enough to save nother and win ny heart.

DANK
No | not.

LI LI AN
Yes you are.

DANK
Not .

LI LI AN
Are.

DANK
Not .

LI LI AN
Are.

DANK
Not .

LI LI AN
We is nme! The pain of disappointnent in the one |
| ove.

DANK
You | ove ne?

LI LI AN
Once.

DANK
So...umm ..what do | have to do?

LI LI AN
It's very sinple. First the disguise.

Lilian | eads Dank to the screen at the back of

t he stage. She pushes himbehind it and pl aces
he hands on her hips.
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LI LI AN
Now get if off?
DANK
But we're not married yet.
Lilian steps behind the screen to hel p Dank
dress. Cothing is thrown out onto the stage and
coll ected up by Dupree. Noi ses and comments can
be heard from behind the screen. Ed rearranges
the seat, so it is center stage.
DUPREE
Ed you nust go for the police.
Ed rushes fromthe stage. Dank is |ead out by
Lilian. He is wearing Dupree's dress.
LI LI AN
He | ooks | ovely doesn't he nother?
DUPREE
Yes he does, but there is sonmething m ssing.
Lilian leads himto the seat and pushed himinto
it. Dupree has renoved her nop cap and pl aced it
on his head. She also fusses with the dress and
hands hi m her knitting.
DUPREE
That's nmuch better. | wouldn't sit there doing
not hi ng now woul d I.
DANK
| can't knit.
Lilian places a shawl on his shoul ders hiding
sonme of his long hair.
LI LI AN
Don't want you to catch cold
DANK
| don't want to do this!
LI LI AN
You don't want to marry me?
DANK

O course | do.

Created using Celtx



35.

LI LI AN
No. It's obvious you don't |ove nme enough.
DANK
O course | love you...it's just that...
As they are tal king Ed appears with a policeman.
Dupree rushes to them Dank tries to turn around
and | ook, but Lilian stops him
LI LI AN
The wedding is off.
DANK
No!
LI LI AN
Now ny brave Lord you nust not turn around.
DANK
Why ?
LI LI AN
It will spoil the plan. W need to catch Ma Baker in
the act. So she nmust not know it is you and not ny
poor, dear nother.
There is a | oud knocking at the door.
BAKER
(of f stage)
| know you're in there.
Lilian starts to rush off to the side - stops
and bl ows Dank a kiss. He faces the audi ence,
reacting to everything Baker says but not
turni ng round.
More | oud knocki ng.
BAKER
(of f stage)
You can't hide fromne. | want nmy noney.
Baker stornms on stage waving a gun, when she
sees Dank. Baker stops and points her gun at
Dank.
BAKER

Ti mes up Dupree! Where's ne noney?
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Baker | ooks around. Dank says not hi ng.

BAKER
Do you hear ne!

Baker steps closer. Dank says not hi ng.

BAKER
| don't have tine for your ganes.

EDI ED
Were is that no good man when you want him

Baker holds the gun with two hands. Dank says

not hi ng.
BAKER
|"mcounting to three.
One (pause)

Two (pause)
Thr ee!

Two | oud shots are heard. Dank falls to the
floor. Baker stands over himand shots himone
nmore tine. She laughs. Lilian appears on stage,
Baker | aughs agai n.

BAKER
Too late! Now it's your turn.
POLI CE
Ma Baker! You're under arrest for the nurder of Lord
Dank.
Baker hesitates, | ooks at Dank on the floor. The
pol i ceman handcuffs Baker, while Lilian renoves
the nop cap and w g.
BAKER
VWhat! | thought it was her. It was neant to be her!
DUPREE

You nean nmne.

BAKER
Wiy you no good, husband stealing hag.
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ED
Take her away.
The policeman | eads her off stage.
BAKER
You'll pay for this! They can't hold ne forever.
Baker can be heard yelling off stage.
Ed reaches inside Dank's coat and brings out
sone papers, he hands to Dupree.
ED
These are for you.
DUPREE
| don't believe it. It's a dream cone true.
LI LI AN
Are they...
DUPREE
Yes they are.
Dupree and Lilian hug.
LI LI AN
No nore worries.
ED
No nore groveling.
DUPREE
No nore rent days!
Lillian: No nore worries.

All three link arns and | eave the stage.

THE END
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